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Will Malloy boost
 ECS grants after
stimulus stops?

By Dan Brechlin
Record-Journal staff

- School budget cuts are al-
ready being discussed, but if
~an additional 7 percent of state
money for local districts is cut
in each of the next two years,
~ areaschools risk more teacher
and extracurricular activity
cuts, ending some classes and
even closing schools. =
The Education Cost Sharing
grant was put in place 22 years

8-

{1 ago to help close achievement . -

Ataglance

Total ECS dollars at risk

- District Possible 2010-11
' cut entitlement
" Meriden .77 538
Wallingford- 3.1 214
i Southington 2.8 . 198
- | Cheshire. - 13" = . :93
- Sotires Contecticut

over two years (in millions)

- Department of Education

gaps between municipﬁiiﬁes.
For the last two years, 14 per-

- cent of that money has been
- taken away by the state to fund
“other jtems, but the 14 percent
- was reinstated through federal

stimulus money both years.

‘The stimulus money will.

run out July 1, and with a two-
year, $540 million shortfall

$3.67  bilion state deficit,
restoring the 7 percent for
each of the next two years is
not guaranteed. At a press.con-
. ference . Thursday, wly
 elected Gov. Dannel P. Malloy
called it “a godl” to maintain

. guaranteeit. ..

the state fynding, but did not

j -
¥

. Speaker Christopher G. Dono- -
- van, D-Meriden, who noted
- things should become clearer
-when. Malloy, -a. Democrat,

Making sure that money

comes through is a top priority
at the Capitol and for the new
administration, said House

presents: his two-year. budget

in mid-February.

“It would be a big hit to the .
Donovan . said,

districts,”
should the money not come
through. “We don’t want to get

~to that point” L
- If that does happen, how-

- cver, local districts would suf-

fer. - .

Meriden figures to lose the
most, almost $7.7 million for
each of the next two years.
Wallingford would lose about
$3.1 million per year, Southing-
ton-$2.8 million and Cheshire
about $1.3 million. ;

Meriden School Superinten-
dent Mark D. Benigni said he
and the Board of Education are
preparing as if they will get the
ECS money, but if it does not
come  through, “drastic
changes” would follow.

“You would have to look at

thé .viability of Edison
(Thomas ~ Edison Middle
School, a magnet school), you -
would have to reconsider how:

many schools we can contintie
operating, a ' reduction

-‘

school level,” Benigni

staff cuts, including teachers.

$54 million in 2010-11 — makg . clation of Boards of Ediitation.
up more-than-half of the dis- -

trict’s budget, so even if the
school board receives the 3
percent increase it has re-
quested from the city, that

would not come close to COV=

ering the lost state money,
Joseph I. Cirasuolo, a former

- Wallingford school superin-

tendent who now serves as ex-
ecutive director of the Con-
necticut Association of Public’
School Superintendents, said
Meriden and other areas are
going about their planning
stages in the correct way.,

newly
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of
course offerings on the high-
_ said; -
adding that the cuts would:

come in addition to numerous . 1 f s e e e B AL
- The superintendents’ asso-

~Our Children Lose?” to infdm

_ 18 why Cirasuolo said the

“Most., are ta_k_ing (Malloy)

on-his word,” Cirasuolo- said -
about ' the - governor,. 'who,
- throughout his campaign, said

the 14 .percent would not ‘be

cut. “They are probably plan-

contingency plans”

The problem, Cirasuolo
said, is that most districts have
already suffered the conse-
quences of tight budgets. .

- ning that way and then making

- “Wallingford has cut teachs
- ers. in the double digits and
- they reorganized the district’s”

elementary schools, hie- said.

“The only thing now is to look
at cutting more teachifig posi-
tions; that would increase class
size and get rid of extracurric-
ular activities and the arts and
world languages” - -
The 2010-11 budget claiined

- 21 teaching jobs and twice as

many non-certified positions.

ciation, the Connecticut Asso-

and the Conpecticut: Associa-.

tion of School Business Offi-

- cials bave teamed up to launch

4 Campz

ign called “What Will

d the 14 per-
 For the districts it is a lot of
money, but many do not real-

- flledbyjulyy, . "
e it isat stedie . . The ECS grant was estab-
‘the public of whatlsatstj L Tihad i A
The twebsite. fir the caro- " 100 IOEIVE S Kids oot
 paign, - wwwwhatwillourchil-
- drenlose.com; algo lists all dis- -

paign was launched. If the
campaign does not get what it

hopes accomplished and the

money does not-come through,
Cirasuolo said, there will be
changes aplenty. =~ = = =

The idea of changing the
ECS grant formula is possible,
but Cheshire Superintendent
Greg Florio said Thursday that

a change would be devastating

and his district needs the full -

$9.3 million from the state. . -

“Let'shope (Malloy) cari de--

liveron that,” Florio said |
Nonetheless, Florio submit-

said, - -

ted a request for a § percent
budget increase to the Board

of Education. |
Benigni echoed Florio’s

stalements and upped . the

stakes: Provide the money or

else the fallout could have .
long-lasting effects on his: dis- ]

trict and even the state be-
cause the achievement gap, al-

ready the highestin the nation;

could worsen. Conneeticut’s

cities, whose poverty rates en-

title them to the highest yearly

aid, would lose the most
money if the ECS gap is not

“playing field,” Benigni said.

“They hav

| Information from The Asso-
ciated Press is included in this
report. o

tze all that could be lost, which ~ dbrechiin@record-journal.com

— — — —_— o l— — Py - —_—. .

(203 317-2266

e -a‘moral obligation -
e e o to keep it inplaee” - L

tricts 'and how ‘much they =+ oPAce”

- could lose should.
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