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Meriden, Connecticut, Tuesday, March 2, 2010

MERIDEN City Manager Lawrence «
J.Kendzioris;proposing a $171 million city -
budget for2010-11 that would raise the out- .
- er district tax rate by 2,36 percent and take
the unusual step of flat-funding the Board . |

 of Editcation.

Faced with shrmkmg revenués fo af
-.third year in‘a row, Kendzior is proposing "
-an outer  district tax increase of 0.68
mills, to 29.53. The budget would raise the -

inner chstrxct rate by 0.07 mills, to 1.8, due
to:an increase in trash-disposal costs.
Kendzior submitted his 2010-11 spend-

ing -plan ‘to-the City Council Monday
night and will provide-an. overview at

.:tonight’s: Finance Committee meeting.

. The council will adopt a final budget May

3.
The proposal mcludes little new spend-
ing, 'with an increase of about 0.45 percent.

Unlike Kendzior’s controversial 2009-10°

plan, the new plan does not slash city po-

sitions or cut aid to-local social service -

agencies: It does, however, rebuff the

Ata glance

“Lastyear's approved city budget
~ $170.3 million: =
; ‘«Kendznors request $171.million,
-~ Proposed outer district tax increase:
: 0.68 mills, to 29, 53 mms; -

‘Board of Educatlon s request fora $2 9 mil-

lion, or 3 percent, increase.

Kendzior recommends pr 2 the

“school district $91.9 million, the ‘same ;

‘amount allocated for 2009-10. Kenq
gues that the school district has nearly $2.1
, mﬂllon in cashleft over f m

jor ar-

e for scl

.creases in the next fiscal year, whlch be-
‘gins July 1,

fiscal year that it could apply to cost in-

‘He added that the: school district could

k "ﬁnd another $527,000 through projected
~ savings on heatmg 011 and bus trans—
-portation. :

‘School: offlelals lel probably lobby
the City. Council to toss out Kendzior’s

school funding proposal. Even.a 3 percent
‘increase’is inadequate to meet the needs.-
| of the school district, most educatxon of-
:|.ficialg say. - -
L« oIt was determmed that in: order to
“maintain everything at the current levels, -

weneeded a 6 percent inetease,” Board of

-Education President Mark Hughes sald

: Monday afternoon,

- Attheendof Ianuary, the school board :
voted for a3 percent increase, recogniz- -
ing: the: city’s financial constraints. At

www.myrecordjournal.com

that- time, ‘education officials estimated

hat 30 teachmg

be elumnate

id ‘the city has
ffectsof abad

ions would have to ;

".educatlon posmons f e
The new budget: proposal

: economy for at least three
years. “It’s the third year in a_
T ’ ues are lessthan.
. assistant for the dog warden, an
‘additional - d1spatcher a ,

wotild add one parks mainte-
nance worker; three part-time
police service technicians, an =
" proposal, is sure to generate a
lot of discussion: ;

: - slight addition of h

cal government. Last year’s
budget eliminated several non-

rary employees.
The budget would also r
ighbo; :

‘proposed tax
inicrease; especmlly because the

'c1ty is gomg ahead Wlth a plan

to upgrade the high'schools. .
““Democratic Majority Leader
Keith Gordon said Kendzior’s
budget, especially the education.

“The Finance Comrmﬁee will
hold several meetings on the’
budget In the first, tonight at 6 .

in City: Hall council chambers,
the committee will look at the
; general budget i '
‘revenues, police. >
V,ment and enforcement budgets.
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Talk of cuts can’t be avmded
at ‘How Schools Work’ event

3\ Loio

By Andrew Periot -
Record-Journal staff

MERIDEN — The topic of
the night was the workings of
the city’s school system, but
teachers and parents in atten-
dance seemed to have their
minds on the elephant in the
room — budget.cuts.

The third and final meeting
on “How . Schools  Work,”
Wednesday’s presentation at
Hanover School, laid out how
the levels of government work
together to fund and manage
the school system. The meet-
ing was hosted by the non-
profit Meriden Children First
Initiative and featured speak-
ers from the Board of Educa-
tion, City Council, and board
and city departments.

. Bob Angeli, Meriden’s asso-
ciate school - superintendent,
explained that despite budget
cuts resulting in the Joss of

staff and programs ‘over the -
last several years, the school-- -

district was making progress
on several fronts. He cited im-
proving - standardized . ‘test
‘scores and the success of

Thomas Hooker School, which |

received a U.S. Department of
Education award for  excel-
lence. :

City Councxlor George Mc-
Goldrick told the audience of
several dozen that it wasn’t

easy to walk the line between -

what the Board of Education
says it needs and what the city
‘can afford. The City Council

" receives a budget request from -

the "school board, allocates
. money, and then: the school
board can use those funds as it
. sees fit.

“Our decision has to be
based on what we think the
city can afford ..” McGoldnck
said of the process.

This year, that process is
likely to be contentious. The
school board has asked fora 3
percent increase in funding, :
while City Manager Lawrence
J. Kendzior has suggested the
City Council keep ' school
spending the same, at $99.6-
million.

. .'The school board estimates:
that flat-funding would be the
financial equivalent of elimi-
nating 55 teacher posmons,
and will cause a large rlse in

‘class sizes.

‘Hanover readmg teacher
Mary Kennedy asked Kendzior

how he could flat-fund the dis- -

- trict if devastating cuts would

- be the result. -

The board’s warmng that
class sizes could rise above 30
was “alarmist,” Kendzior said, -

- noting that the school board
would have $1 million left over
from this year’s budget to help
cover next year’s costs. He said
the board has routinely overes-
timated expenses. ,

Board members Robert: E.
Kosienski Jr. and Michael P.
Cardona did not dispute that
there would be a surplus in
this year’s budget, but they did
not feel the increase in class
sizes was an exaggeration.

Cardona regularly = tours
schools, he told a parent, and
he’s: seen firsthand how large
kindergarten classes left teach-
ers swamped earlier this year
before the board voted to re-
store funding for paraprofes-

sionals. Several other classes

in the city have 29 or 30 stu-
dents each, although most are -

_below that level.

Kennedy said she "doesn’t
like the implications of budget.
cuts, but she doesn’t have aso-
lution, either. '

“The community - needs to
come together and work some-
thing out,” she said.

aperlot@record-journal.bom
(203) 317-2234 -



